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S. Marr H. xi. 28. 


Come unto me all ye that labour and are 
heavy laden, and I will give you 


reſt. 


UR Bleſſed Lord had, in the Verſe v. 25. 
next before, declared the univerſal 


Extent of that Power committed to ? 
him by his Father; and the Impoſlibility of F 
attaining to a true and ſaving Knowledge of q 


God, except by His Imparting and Afliſtance. 
After this there could remain but one poſſible 
Diſcouragement from applying to him for 
that purpoſe. Some Doubt, I mean, whe- . 
ther He, who alone is Able, be equally Wil- 
ling, to make Men wiſe unto Salvation. Now 
the words of my Text expreſs the Diſpoſi- 
tion, as thoſe before did the Power, of do- 
ing us good. For nothing could more ſignifi- 
cantly ſet forth a moſt tender and extenſive 
Charity to Mankind in their Diſtreſs, than 
this gracious, this general, this very affeQio- 
nate Invitation, Come unto me, all ye that la- 
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bour and are heavy laden, and I will give 
you reſt. Fg 

I hope none who now hear me need be 
told, that by Coming to Chriſt is meant, in 
Scripture Language, an Approach of the Mind 
and Heart: Being, as the Greck Word ſig- 
nifies, Proſelytes to his Doctrine, ſubmitting 
to be taught and governed by bim, in the 
Quality of Dilciples, and Servants, and Fol- 
lowers. This is here preſcribed as a Refreſh- 
ment and Remedy for Weary and Labouring 
Souls. How fitly, will appear by anſwering 
Two Enquiries, which I ſhall make the Subject 
of my preſent Diſcourſe. 

I. Firſt, What thoſe Burthens of Miſery 
are, which expoſe Men to all that Hardſhip 
and Diſquiet, thought fit to be intimated here 
by Weariſomneſs, and Labour, and Pain. 
And then, 

II. Secondly, What Comforts and Cures 
the ſincere Obedience of Chriſt and his Go- 
ipel adminiſters to each of theſe reſpe- 
ctively. 

I. As to the Cauſes of this Miſery, They 

may, I think, be conveniently enough redu- 
ced to Three ſorts. Such as ariſe 
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Either, Firſt, From the Temper of the Jew- 
iſb Law, and the State of Mens Souls unde: 
that Diſpenſation. 

Or, Secondly, From a Conſciouſneſs of their 
own Sins. 

Or, Laftly, From the Afflictions of the pre. 
{ent Life. 

1. The Firſt of thele, which regards the 
Jewiſh Law, though excceding pertinent to 
our Lord's Purpoſe, and the Circumſtances 
of the Perſons with whom he was then con- 
terring, is yet to Us, Bleſſed be God, of no 
farther Concern, than as the Weight of the 
Burthen, when rightly underſtood, may make 
us duly thankful tor the Greatneſs of the De- 
hverance. Referring therefore to my Second 
Head ſo much as may be ſerviceable to that 
End: I proceed to the Next Burthen, which 
I preſume our Saviour might have in view, 
And that 1s, 

2. The Conſciouſneſs of our own Sins. It 
were caſie to enlarge on this Occaſion, by re- 
preſenting the Juſtneſs of giving to a vicious 
Courſe of Life the Titles of Wearineſs and 
Labour: How exactly they ſquare to the in- 
ſupportable Tyranny of ungovern'd Appetites 
and Paſſions, and to the endleſs Drudgery of 

attempting 
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attempting to gratifie them. But this I rather 
take to be infirfted at the 3oth Verſe, where 
the Toke of Chriſt is affirmed to be eaſie, and 
his Burthen light. And therefore, ſince nei- 
ther the Time permits, nor the Text obliges, 
me to go ſo far; I chuſe to confine my 
Thoughts to that Senſe of Guilt in particu- 
lar, which we ſo often find David and other 
Holy Penitents in Scripture complaining of, 


as a Load very ſore, and too heavy for them 


to bear. 5 


At the inſtant of Commiſſion we are warmed 
with Paſſion and eager Deſire. The Proſpect 


of ſome Pleaſure or Profit carries us out of our 


ſelves; and, like Soldiers in Battel, we are 
not ſenſible of the Wound, juſt at the Mo- 
ment of its being given. But, when the Heat 
of Action is over, then like Them too, we 
grow {tiff and full of Anguiſh. The Fluſh 
of our Spirits cools, and the Gayety of our 
falſe Expectations forſakes us. We begin to 
ſee the Fact as it really is, ſtript of all thoſe 
counterfeit Beauties, in wluch Senſuality and 
the Subtlety of the Tempter had drels'd it 
up, to deceive us. And, upon a ſecond and 
ſober Recollection, nothing remains behind, 
but deformed Images of our Folly, and the 

ſmarting 


* 


* 


| 1 
the Queen at St. James's, Nov. 3. 71 
ſmarting Scourges of a Self condemning Breaſt. 
And, Who is able to live under the Gnaw- 
ings of This Vorm 2 Were there no other Tor- 
ture in Wickedneſs, but that of being eter- 
nally diflatisfied with one's own ſelf, and the 
clamorous Reproaches that found from with- 
in, no Man of Reaſon and Ingenuity could 
long fupport it: None could think any Ad. 
vantages of Sin worth his Purchaſe, at ſo dear, 
and withal ſo unbecoming, fo unmanly a ſy 
Price. | N 
But, when the Matter does not end here | 
When our Hearts therefore condemn us, be. Joh. iii, 2of 
cauſe we have offended One, who is greater 1 
than our Hearts, and knoweth all things; One, 
who ſees a great deal, which We never obſer- 
ved; and punctually remembers many things, 
which We have long ſince forgotten; and confi- 
ders diſtinctly cachAggravation of thole Crimes, 
which our Own Partiality hath, by all poſſi- 
ble Artifice, laboured to ſoften and extenuate : 
When the Sentence we now paſs upon our 
guilty ſelves, is but a Pledge and ſure Anti- 
cipation of that future and final one, which 
thall be pronounced in Thunder by our angry 
Judge : And the preſent Horrours of a woun- 
ded Conſcience ſo many Foretaſts of the fruit- 
| lels 
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leſs and endleſs Agonies of the Damn'd : 
When, I ſay, the Caſe ſtands thus with Sins 
unpardoned, no wonder if ſuch Remembrances 
be grievous, and the Burthen of them intole- 
. rable. And yet this and no better is the Con- 
dition, to which a Habit of Vice indulged re- 
duces Men; So bitter is the Reflection, ſo 
diſmal is the Proſpect, of an accuſing Mind; 
till thorough Repentance have made up the 
Breach, and God ſpeak Peace and Reconcilia- 
tion to it. 
It muſt be confeſs d, and is but too ſad a 
Truth, that This is not the Caſe of every 
Wicked Man. Many even of the moſt pro- 
fligate are utter Strangers to theſe Terrors, 
and commit the vileſt things without any Re- 
morſe at all. St. Paul inſtructs us, how to 


it account for their doing ſo; when he lays, 
Tim. iv. 2. their Conſciences are ſeared . with an bot Iron, 
| and that they have ſo hardned themſelves by 
ph. ir. 19. Cuſtom, as to be paſt feeling. I therefore 
i Some work all Vncleanneſo with Greedineſs, if 
l they glory and triumph in their Shame; Does 
this proceed from the Safety ? No, but 
from the Stupidity of their Souls. Vet theſe 
1 are the Wretches, that inſult Religion and 


ics Miniſters, that often, rejoice in, ang boaſt 
of, 
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of, ſuch Inſenſibility, as a Mark of their 


Happineſs and Native Freedom. Vain ab. 
ſurd Men! Why do ye not (for ye miglit 
with equal Reaſon) extol the peculiar Hap- 
pineſs of an Apoplexy, and the profound 
Tranquillities of a Lethargy ? In all theſe 
Caſes Eaſe is equally the Symptom of Mi- 
ſery and Danger : For till the Patient be 
awakened into Tenderneſs and Smart, there 
is no Hope, no Poſlibility of a Cure. A 
Wounded Spirit is certainly very grievous and 
hard to bear, but even the painfulleſt of 
thoſe Wounds will bring more true Com- 
fort at laſt, and are infinitely rather to be © 
choſen, than that ſottiſh Hardineſs, which 1 
ſays of Guilt in general, as Solomon's Drun— 1 
kard did of his Wine; They have ſtricken prov. xii. 
me and I was not ſick; They have beaten me 33: [- 
and I felt it not; When ſhall I awake ? I will 
ſeek it yet again. 
3. The Third Burthen, which I preſume 
to be intimated in the Text, was ſaid to be, 
That Suffering and Diſquiet of Heart, which 
may ariſe from the Afflictions of the preſent 
World. The Greateſt and moſt Proſperous 
of the Sons of Men are in no degree ex- 
cmpted from the Power of Providence ; but 
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feel in their Fortunes ſurpriſing Changes , 
and frequent Interruptions. Diſeaſes and 
Pains in their own Perſons, Hazards and Loſ- 
ſes in their Eſtates, Diſappointments in their. 
moſt promiſing Hopes and Undertakings, 
Parting with the Uſefulleſt of their Friends, 
and the Deareſt of their Relations: And a 
thouſand and ten thouſand Melancholy Events, 
which no Prudence can prevent, no Sagacity 
can foreſee, and conſequently no Wit of 
Man can particularly deſcribe : Some or 
Other of Theſe do more or leſs chequer 
the Life of every one of us. Theſe there 
s no Remedy, but bear we muſt: And well 
it were, if all of us could bring our ſelves 
to bear them as we ought. The great Miſ- 
fortune is, that, when theſe fall in with a 
black heavy Blood, weak Minds, or very 
tender Natures, the Impreſlion is too ſtrong : 
Life it ſelf grows a Burthen, and all its Com- 
forts are ſowred and ſwallowed up, by ſome 
too over-bearing Reſentment of Grief. And: 
indeed even They, who are moſt happy, both 
in their Circumſtances and their Conſtitutions, 
do find the Mixture of Sweets 1n their Cup, 
or (which in regard of the poiot before us 
comes much to one) the manner at leaſt of their 
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taſting and being affected wich Theſe, 
greatly overpower d by that of their Eitter 
TRI; 

If then we view Mankind in this melan- 
choly Poſition ; Expoſed to infinite Suffer- 
ings and Temptations ; Puſh'd on to ſenſual 

. Pleaſures by ſtrong Appetites, not to be gra- 
_ tified with Safety; Violently averſe to many 
Difficulties, which Reaſon and Honour for. 
bid them to decline ; Liable to daily and hour- 
ly Alterations ; And much more ſenſibly mo- 
ved with every Change from Better to Worle ; 
Deſtitute, Afflicted, Tormented ; And all with- 
out the Notices of any other State, or the 
Support of a Compenſation to be made here- 
after, a here ſhall we find a Creature more 
truly pitiable ? 

I am not now confidering, what Reliefs 
might be had from thoſe Privileges, by which 
Humane Nature is ſo gloriouſly diſtinguiſhed, 
{uppoling every Man to make the beſt, that 
can poſſibly be made, of Reaſon and Conſt. 
deration. But I take Men as we find them, 
and as they commonly order the matter. And 
thus I may be bold to ask, what thoſe Pri- 
vileges are generally in Fact, and in the Event, 
but ſo many freſh Inſtruments of new, unne- 
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Creature here below is made capable of. 


ceſſary, and more grievous Troubles. Brutes: 
are indeed a great deal beneath us in Dignt- 
ty and Capacity, but are they not manifeſtly 
beneath us in ſeveral Aggravations of Suffter- 
ing alſo? They feel the Preſent, and they 
tec] That only. Their Evils arc all of Na- 
ture's and God's ſending: They do not fear 
what they cannot forclee, and when their 
Pains have done, they have done with them. 


And how ſupportable is This, in compariſon 


of that which the Generality of Mankind en- 
dure, whoſe moſt and foreſt Troubles are not 
the Work of Providence, but their own ? 
They chew the Cud of every unpalatable 
Morſel, renew their Calamities by ſad Re- 
flections upon them when palſs'd an, gone, 
but forget the numberleſs Bleſſings that ſhould 
balance Theſe ; are ever looking forward, and 
ſcaring themſelves. with diſtant Poſlibilities, 

and loſe all Senſe of preſent Good by ohaſt- 
ly Images of Evils that never come to paſs at 
all. Thus are Reaſon and Memory turn'd 
upon our ſelves, and made our conſtant 
Executioners: As if the Prerogative of Man- 
kind conſiſted only in a greater Dexterity to 
rack and torment themſelves, than any other 


What 
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What Redreſs then {hall wretched Mortals 
find, ſo qualified by Nature, ſo induſtrious 


by the Abuſe of their Faculties, to contrive 


their own Miſery and perpetual Diſquiet ?“ 


Will the Senſe of a God, and Providence, 
and thoſe Improvements of Reaſon, com- 
monly called Natural Religion, adminiſter 
Comfort and Relief? No: Not in any de 
gree. Theſe only add Weight to the Bur- 
then; by repreſenting our Croſſes and Ca- 
lamities, as the Diſpoſals of a Power above 
us. For, whatſoever might be ſaid of his: 
Wiſdom, Good Men in Affliction could have 
lender Confidence in his Juſtice, or Benigni- 
ty. A blind Chance were to ſuch more eli- 


gible, than a Governour who ſees and knows, 


but does not diſtinguiſh in his Diſtributions. 
Bad Men indeed could not accuſe him of Ini- 
quity: But would that make their Puniſh- 
ments one whit the more tolerable ? Surely 
it is not, nor ever can be, a Mitigation of 
aur Suffering, ro know we have deſerved to 
ſuffer. Quite contrary ; It is the laſt and 
higheſt Aggravatjon, by adding the Senle of 
Guilt to that of Pain, and pointing all our 
Adverſities with the Goads and Stings of a 
reſtleſs upbraiding Conſcience. 
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So would the Caſe ſtand with Natural 
Religion ; and the Fewiſh could not mend 
the matter. For in a Law expreſly covenant- 
ing (as that did) for Temporal Mercies and 
Judgments, the State of each Man's Fortunes 
would be expected to hold Proportion with 
his Deſerts. Conſequently, the more firm 
Perſuaſion of the Truth of God any Man en- 
rertained, the more uncomfortable muſt ey 
{ſevere Diſpenſation be to that Man; becauſe 
carrying the Signature of a wiſe and Righ- 
teous God, angry and avenging ſome propor- 
tionable Provocation. And how dark, how 
diſmal theſe Apprehenſions are, how full 
of Horrour and Amazement, all who have 
felt them know: And We, who are God's 
Miniſters, too frequently can ſee, in Them, 
whoſe diſordered Spirits and Religious Me- 
lancholy confound even Piety and Virtue it 
ſelf, with the bare borrowed Form of Guilt, 
and imaginary Terrors of Deſpair. 

Such was the Condition of Mankind' be- 
fore Chriſt; Such is it ſtill without Chriſt. 
Which, methinks, ſhould prevail with all 


that hear me moſt paſſionately to deſire 


a Remedy for ſo complicated a Maile- 
ry. And where this may be found, I now 
| proceeꝗ 
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proceed to ſhew, by obſerving under my 
II. Second Head, What Cures and Com- 
forts the. ſincere Obedience of Chriſt and his 
Goſpel adminiſters, to Each of thoſe Griefs 
and Burthens already ſpecified under the Firſt 


Head. 
1. And here it is fit I begin with the Jewiſh 
Law : The Burthen whereof is happily re- 


moved, and our thankful Acknowledgments 


for its being ſo are due upon theſe following 


Accounts. 


As its laborious Ceremonies are aboliſhed, 


and in Their ſtead an eaſie and rational Ser- 


vice required at our Hands. A Worſhip in 
Spirit and in Truth; The Practice of noble 


and beneficial Virtues ; worthy the Majeſty 


of God to accept, worthy the Dignity. of 


Man to pay; And ſuch as ſufficiently recom- 
mend themſelves to the ſober Senſe and Judg- 
ment of every confidering Perſon. 


A ſecond Inſtance of our Happineſs in this 


reſpect 1s the Provition made againſt the In- 


efticacy of the Legal Sacrifices, by the One, 


the Univerſal, the perfect and ſufficient Ob- 


lation of the Lamb of God: The Lamb, 
who alone could take away Sin; The Lamb, 


who once offered takes away the Sins of the 


whole 
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whole World ; The Lamb, of which thole 


under the Law were Types and Shadows, and 
derived all their Worth and Title to Accep- 
tance from preſiguring Him. 
The Rigour of that Law is allo remitted, 
by changing the Obedience of Works into 
that of Faith: By making gracious Allowan- 
ces and large Abatements for unavoidable Ac- 
cidents and Infirmities, and receiving Men 
upon Terms conſiſtent with trail and corrupt 
Nature. By propoſing to all Sinners truly 
Penitent, and to all Good Men ſincere in 
their Endeavours, that They ſhall be juſtified 
by the Merits of Another, who could not 
have any of their Own to expect that Bleſſing 
from. | 
Upon the whole Matter then, the Goſpel, 
though a Yoke, 1s a gentle and cafie Yoke, 
in compariſon of That ſhaken off and ex- 
changed for it. The Covenant now ſtruck 
with Mankind accommodates it ſelf to our 
Capacities; It is poſſible to every honeſt and 
willing Mind. It treats us with more Reſpect, 
no longer as Servants, but as Children, nay 
as Heus : It is allo eſtabliſhed upon more 
glorious Promiſes: Not the Inheritance of an 
Earthly Canaan, or Abundance of Corn and 
Wine; 
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Wine; but of Joys exalted and refined: Fi. 
gured to us indeed by eating and drinking 
with our Heavenly Father in his Kingdom; but 
in reality ſuitable to the utmoſt Deſires of a 
Rational and Immortal Soul; Even the ra- 
viſhing Delights of His Profecice, with whom 
there are Pleaſures unconceivable, inexhau- 
ſtible Rivers of Pleaſure for evermore. Pial. xvi. F 
2. The Next Advantage to be conſidered [ 
is That which the Chriſtian Religion brings 
to Them, who are grieved and wearied with 
the 1 of their own Sins. Now the fun. 
damental Point of this Religion is a Saviour 
and Redeemer. One, who is the Beloved, | 
the Only Begotten Son of God, and therefore Toh. iii. 16 
He muſt needs be able; One eh came into 
the World for that very purpoſe, that all, 1 
who believe in Him ſhould not periſh, but have .Y 
everlaſiing Life, And therefore He cannot 
but be willing doubtleſs; to ſave to the utter- Heb. vii. 25 
uo them that come to Gal by Him. One, 1 
who hath waſhed us in his own Blood, nile ker. i 5. 
the Hand- writing that was againſt us to his | 
Croſs, and triumphed over Sin in his Death. Coloſ.ii. 144 
One, who, we are perfectly aſſured, hath 
effected all this, in that God raiſed LR from 
the Dead. For nothing leſs than the full 
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whole World; The Lamb, of which tholc 
under the Law were Types and Shadows, and 
derived all their Worth and Title to Accep- | 
tance from preſiguring Him. 

The Rigour of that Law is alſo remitted, 
by changing the Obedience of Works into 
that of Faith: By making gracious Allowan. 
ces and large Abatements for unavoidable Ac- 
cidents and Infirmities, and receiving Men 
upon Terms conſiſtent with trail and corrupt 
Nature. By propoſing to all Sinners truly 
Penitent, and to all Good Men ſincere in 
their Endeavours, that They ſhall be juſtified 
by the Merits of Another, who er not 
have any of their Own to expect that Bleſſing 
from. 

Upon the whole Matter then, the Goſpel, 
though a Yoke, 1s a gentle nd calie Yoke, 
TT compariſon . That ſhaken off and ex- 
changed for it. The Covenant now ſtruck 
with Mankind accommodates it ſelf to our 
Capacities; It is poſſible to every honeſt and 
willing Mind. It treats us with more Reſpect, 
no longer as Servants, but as Children, nay 
as Heirs : It is alſo eſtabliſhed upon more 
glorious Promiſes: Not the Inheritance of an 


Earthly Canaan, or Abundance of Corn and 
Wane; 
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Wine ; but of Joys exalted and refined : Fi- 
gured to us indeed by eating and drinking 
with our Heavenly Father in his Kingdom; but 
in reality ſuitable to the utmoſt Deſires of a 
Rational and Immortal Soul; Even the ra- 
viſhing Delights of His rener, with whom 
there are Pleaſures unconceivable, inexhau- 
ſtible Rivers of Pleaſure for evermore. 

2. The Next Advantage to be conſidered 
is That which the Chriſtian Religion brings 
to Them, who are grieved and wearied with 
the 3 of their own Sins. Now the fun- 
damental Point of this Religion is a Saviour 
and Redeemer. One, who is the Beloved, 
the Only Begotten Son of God, and therefore Toh. iii. 16 
He muſt needs be able; One aha came 1nto | 
the World for that very purpoſe, that all, 
who believe in Him ſhould not periſh, but have 
everlaſting Life, And . therefore He cannot 
but be willing doubtleſs; to ſave to the utter- Heb. vii. 254 ö 
mot them that come to God by Him. One, 2 
who hath waſhed us in his own Blood, nailed Rev. 1.5. | 
the Hand-writing that was againſt us to his | 
Croſs, and triumphed over Sin in his Death. Coloſ. i. 144 
One, who, we are perfectly aſſured, hath 
effected all this, in that God raiſed LB from 
the Dead. For nothing leſs than the full 
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Payment of our Debt could have rendred 
the detaining him in the Grave impoſlible. 
And therefore the Juſtice of God, when open- 
ing the Priſon, and releaſing our Surety, did 
by that very Act acknowledge Satisfaction. 
Io be baptized, to believe, to repent, to 
engage, and to live, as becomes Chriſtians, 
this is ſtill, and this is all, left upon Us to 
do. And though all our Actions will con- 
tinue imperfect, and too many of them may 
happen to be very impure; yet ſtill there is 
Mercy to pardon, ſtill there is Grace to a. 
ſiſt. And to Them, who are careful not to 
abuſe Theſe, are 5 peaceful — ſoun- 


| a > is i eakneſs, and 4 be of good 5 Aa thy 
| | Sins be forgiven thee. 

| The Terrors of Satan may poſſibly diſturb, 
| 1 and the Miſtakes of a timorous Mind, 
V1 wrought up by an unhappy Complexion, may 
14 ſometimes deje& even ſuch good Men as 
14 theſe. But ſo long as they give Diligence 
heartily to bewail all involuntary, and to 
avoid all preſumptuous Wickedneſs; They 

may accoſt their tumultuous Spirits in David 
1 Jen xlii.5. Soliloquy, Why art thou ſo jad, O my Soul, 
[| and ww art thow ſo a quieted within re 7 
4 | Still 
[| | 
1 
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Still put thy Truſt in God: For, as one 


better :nftrated than David argues, Who Rom. viii. 1 
ſhall lay any thing to the Charge of God's Elect ? 33, 34. 


It is God that juſtifieth. Who is be that con- 
demneth ? It is Chriſt that died, yea rather 
that is riſen again, who is even at the right 
Hand of God, who alſo maketh Interceſſron _ 
for 4s. He Fan our every Sigh and Groan, 
15 conſcious to every penſive Thought, puts 


thoſe Tears into bis Bottle, with which the Pal. bi. 8. þ 
pious Mourners waſh thi Beds ; interpoſcs vi. 6. 


his own Blood and Sufferings, zkrecns the 
trembling Penitent from the Tuſtice of an 
angry God, and brings him before a recon- 
ciled and tender Father. A Father, whoſe 
Bowels yearn over the Miſeries, which his 
_ungracious Children bring upon themſelves : 

And a Father always ready to reccive with 
open Arms the moſt prodigal and loſt of all 
his Sons, when they abandon their Extrava- 
gance, and come back to Him and their Du- 
ty. This is our Rock, the Refuge and Con- 
fidence of frail and guilty People, that if we 


be Sinners, we are ſuch as Chriſt came into i Tim. i. 154 


the World to ſave : That no Offences can be 
ſo enormous, which his Propiriation is not 
more than equivalent for; no Sickneſs fo 
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"deſperate, but this Spiritual Phyſician is able 
to heal it. And they are the Diſcaſed, they 


are the Polluted, that He comes to: They 


are the Weary, They are the Heawy laden, 
whom he — 4 And He would not bid fn 
come, if He were not willing to receive them. 
He that invites in general terms, does not cx- 
clude the worſt : And the Worſt, provided 
they be weary, ſenſible of their Burthen, and 
deſirous to 4 eaſed of it, fhall not be thought 
unworthy of Refreſhment, and Support, and 
Deliverance. 

Laſtly, Thoſe Diſquiets which * 
from Worldly Afflictions are likewiſe moſt ef- 
fectually afſwaged and healed by the Doctrine 
and Service of Chriſt. For it 1 the peculiar 


bi Tim. i. 10. Glory of the Goſpel to have brought Life and 


Immortality to Light, and, by eſtabliſhing the 
Certainty of One to come, to have given us 
a right underſtanding of the State we now 
are in. Hence we learn to diſtinguiſh be- 
tween a tranſient Condition of Diſcipline and 
Trial, and one of Duration and final Retributi- 
on. Hence, that the Seaſon of Rewards and Pu- 
niſhments, ſtrictly ſo called, is not yet; nor the 
Fateof Men fiæ d and abſolutely determin'd here 
below. Conſequently, that no certain Judg- 


ment 
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ment can be made of our ſelves, or of others, 

from the different Fortunes diſpenſed to them: 

Nor any peremptory Sentence pals'd, whom 
God loves or whom he hates, by any thing, 
or by all the things that are at preſent before 
us. The ſame Adverſity may be, to One the 
Blow of an Enemy, and to Another the Cha- 


Eccl. ix. K 


ſtiſement of a Father: To One meant for a 


Scourge of his Vices, To Another an Exer- 
ciſe of his Virtues: To Both very ſerviceable, 
in order to preſent Improvement, and to fu- 
ture Happineſs. And therefore it is eaſie to 
diſcern how it may conſiſt very well, not on- 
ly with the Juſtice, but even with the Mer. 
cy of God, to afflict the Beſt of Men; in re- 
gard no Life is ſo unblameable as not to de- 
ſerve ſome Correction; nor any Example of 
Picty yet ſo bright, as not to. be capable of 
ſtill greater Luſtre. 

Now when theſe Reflections have been du- 
ly made (which to be ſure they have not, 
till we are ſeriouſly convinced, that all Events 
are diſpoſed by One who is wiſer than We, 

One, ao [og and weighs our Circumſtances 
throughly, One, who loves us infinitely, and 
ſeeks all Occaſions to do us Good) We then 
have a Comfort ſolid and adequate to the ſe- 

vereſt 
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vereſt of his Appointments concerning us. And 
this is a Comfort peculiar to Chriſtianity ; Be- 
cauſe no other Inſtitution ever did or could 
ſer the Demerits of Sinners, the Love of God 
to Mankind, and our Hopes of a Bliſs immor- 
tal, in their true Light. The utmoſt that Phi- 
loſophy can pretend to upon this occaſion is in 
the very worlt Senle of the Poet's Terms, Ver- 
ba & Voces, Words only and empty Sounds 
in compariſon. For ten thouſand ſuch Vo- 
lumes as Seneca and Epictetus can never lie 
ſo cloſe at our Hearts, or give that ſweet Re- 
pole to Spirits in Perplexity ; as this ſingle 
Text from S. Paul rightly applied would do: 


Cor. iv.17. Our light Affliction, which is but for a moment, 


worketh out for us a far more exceeding and 


eternal Weight of Glory. 


Tought not to leave this Head without ad- 
ding, that, to prevent all Diſappointment or 
Miſtake in our ExpeCtations from the Promiſe 
in my Text, we muſt proceed with ſome Di- 


ſtinction, concerning the Burthens ſeverall 


ſpoken to. That of the Jewiſh Law is in- 


deed quite taken off; But from the Other Two 
we are not totally ce: And muſt there- 


fore think our Lord as good as his Word, if 


at | preſent we be ſtrengthen d againſt Sin, and 


ſupported 
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ſupported under Affliction. The Son of God 
himſelf, who is our Pattern, had his Tempta- 
tions and his Agonies. And His Example 
will direct us, how to interpret his Promiſe, 
when either of thoſe Caſes happens to be 
ours. He had the Miniſtry of Angels in Both; 
We in proportion have Leave to depend up- 


on a mighty, though inviſible, Aſliſtance; 


The Protection of God's Providence, the Pre- 
{ence of his Grace, to ſuſtain and defend, to 
ſtrengthen and to reſcue us. A peaceful Con- 
ſcience; a Mind contented, even, and ſe— 


rene; A lively Faith, ſtedfaſt Truſt, and 


cheerful Hope; In theſe is the Repoſe of a 
Good Man, while Mortality detains him here 


below. But the time is drawing on, when 
{ach as come to Chriſt ſhall actually ceaſe from 
Sin, and be at perfect Reſt from the Labours 
and Troubles of Life. For the Secds of Im- 
mortality are already ſown, and have taken 
Root, though they cannot bring Fruit to Matu- 
rity, except we die. And nothing can go higher 


than This. No Calamity can, in the Reaſon 


of the thing, be a Match for that Comfort, 


which is qualified to reconcile us even to 


Death, and can diſarm that laſt grim Adver- 
ſary of all his Sting and Terrour. And this 


is 
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15 done to every good Chriſtian, by rendring 
his Grave a Paſſage to Light and Bliſs, and 
the Separation of Soul and Body an Expedient 
neceſſary to conſummate the Happineſs of 
Both. | | 
And here I ſhould have concluded, did not 
the Reſpect due to our Holy Mother the 
Church of England oblige me to put you in 
mind, how properly ſhe hath choſen the 


Words I have Been treating of for an Encou- 
* ragement to, and how glorious an Accom- 


pliſhment the Promiſe contain'd there finds in, 
our devout Approaches to the Sacrament of 
the Lord's Supper. An Ordinance, which it 
were a Criminal Boldneſs to celebrate; did 
not his kind Command enjoin it, and his 
condeſcending Invitation beget a juſt Confi- 
dence, that They who comply with it ſhall 
be graciouſly received. And, Is it poſlible, 
that He ſhould bid us come to him, nay that 
He ſhould come forth, and meet, and offer 
himſelf to Us, in this moſt noble, moſt be- 
neficial, moſt comprehenſive Inſtitution, and 
we turn our Backs upon, and ſtupidly refuſe 
ſo aſtoniſhing a Mercy ? Surely, if there be 
in us any Reverence or Gratitude to Chriſt, 
if any real Concern for our own Comfort and 

Salvation, 


— 
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Salvation, we ſhall not, we cannot behave 
our ſelves ſo unworthily. For where is Their 
Reverence, who call themlelves his Diſciples, 
and decline an Act of Worſhip of their Lord's 
poſitive Inſtftution : A diſtinguiſhing Wor- 
ſhip peculiar to Our Character, becauſe dire- 
Qed to, and centering in the Bleſſed Jeſus, 
in the Quality of God-man, and the Saviour 
of the World? Where is Their Gratitude, 
who affront the Pledges of their dying Ma- 
ſter's Love, and deſpiſe his Legacy, by with- 
holding a Tribute of Thanks appointed to- be 
rendred after this ſolemn manner, in remem- 
brance of that precious Body broken and 
Blood ſhed, to which all the Bleſſings of the 
Preſent, and all the Hopes of the Next Life 
are owing ? And how can They be in earneſt 
deſirous of true Happmeſs and Comfort, who 
will not be perſuaded to theſe Holy Myſte- 


ries, wherein the ſeveral Cauſes of their Mi. 


ſery might meet with moſt ſuitable and ſea- 


ſonable Relief? According to the Wiſeman's 


Obſervation, the Manna of old ſexved the Will. 1. 
Appetite of the Eater, and tempered it (elf tos 


every Man's liking. But to this Bread of God 
its Antitype, there is due a yet nobler Com. 
mendation : For This not only tcafts the Pa- 
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late, but ſupplies and accommodates it ſelf 


CV 
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to all the ſpiritual Wants and Exigences, of 
one that hungers after Righteouſneſs. 
Come hither then, Ye that have wearied 
your ſelves with Iniquity, and expended your 
Time and Thoughts upon the Vanities of this 
World. Come, that you may ſee how gracious 
the Lord is, and taſte the much {ſweeter De- 
lights ( to which you have too long been 
Strangers) prepared for them that ſincerely 
love and devote themſelves to Him. 

Come hither, Ye humble trembling Peni- 
tents, mortified with Guilt, and fearing it 
too great to be forgiven : Come, that your 
Faith may be ſtrengthned, when, by theſe 
lively Remembrances of a dying San of God, 


ye are taught how much it coſt to redeem your 


Souls. And then ſuffer your ſelves to doubt, if 


you can, whether He who ſpared not his own 
Son, but delivered Him up for us all, will not 
with Him alſo freely give you all things. 

Come hither, Ye Sons and Daughters of 
Affliction, that the Repreſentation of an in- 
nocent Jeſus, once crucified, but now exalted 
to the Right Hand of God, may at the ſame 
time poſſeſs your Souls with Patience under 
Sufferings leſs than you deſerve, and ſolace 


them 
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them with theſe Foretaſts of a Bliſs hereafter, 
greater than you can poſſibly delerve. 

Come , You that have been injured and 
perſecuted, traduced and diſgraced; You thar 
confine your Bowels or Affection to your Kin- 
dred, or your Friends, or your Party, or your 
Country; Come, chat the Commemoration 
of a Maſter, praying for his Murderers, and 
pouring out his Heart's Blood for a whole 
World, a World of Enemies and Rebels, (for 
ſuch and no better are Sinners) that this, 1 
ſay, may melt you into Compaſſion, enlarge 
your Diſpoſition to forgive, and convince you, 
that a Chriſtian's Charity ought to be , like 
his Maſter's, boundleſs and univerſal. 

Come, Ye that are apt to be born down by 
Temptations, and diſheartned with the Diffi- 
cultics of your Duty; Join your ſelves to this 
Captain of your Salvation, by recciving the 
Symbols of that Body and Blood, which arc 
the Suſtenance of the Spiritual Life, the Re- 
cruits of the Faint and Feeble, the Vigour of 
the Healthful, and the Security of the Strong. 

In a W ord, Come All of you to this meck 
indulgent Saviour, in the Way of his own 
Appointment : Lay down your Cares and Mi- 
ſeries at his Feet, be but content to abandon 


your 
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your Sins and your Sorrows, and ye ſhall cer- 
tainly find Reſt and Peace. 

And do Thou, O Bleſſed Jeſus, who haſt ſo 
condeſcendingly invited us by thy Holy Word, 
vouchſafe to ſpeak to our Souls ſo effectually 
by thy Grace, that Each of us may readily and 
ſincerely anſwer, after thy Example, Lo, I 
come to do thy Will, O God. 


Grant this for thy Mercy's ſake, Who with 
He Father and the Holy Spirit liveſt and reigneſt 
ene God, World without end. Amen. 
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